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MEET THE TEAM… 

Welcome to the first issue of OHPS Express! Over the past month, our 

team of year six journalists have been working hard to bring you the latest 

news headlines from our school. The talented group of children have 

been working hard, after-school, to plan and write their newspaper. The 

team includes, Brooke, April, David, Maia, Kaci, Jacy, Lacie, Ellie-May 

and Mia.  

 

The journalist club working hard after-school. 

 

 

 

Issue 1                                                                Friday 11th October 2019 

This Month’s News Roundup … 

We have lots of exciting news features for you, including: 

 Reading at Old Hill Primary School 

 Retrieval practice 

 School value of the month 

 Playground updates 

 House relaunch 

We hope that you enjoy reading our first issue! 
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 THE MORE YOU READ, THE MORE YOU LEARN! 

Do you love reading? Well, here at Old Hill, we love to read! Reading is 

at the heart of our curriculum. 

“Reading is the most important thing because it opens up new doors                                       

to unlock and experience new opportunities.”                –Mr Badger. 

Reading Champions 

At our school, we have ‘reading champions’. Reading champions are 

volunteers who give up their time to come into school and read with 

children. One of our reading champions is Hannah, who reads with class 

two. She explained to us, “It makes me feel needed and puts a smile on 

my face.” 

 

Our reading champion Hannah reading with a class two child. 

Class books 

Now let’s move on to class books. Each class has a book that they read 

together daily.  

First of all, class one are reading ‘Owl babies’, written by Martin Waddell. 

Next, class two are reading, ‘The Worst Witch’, written by Jill Murphy. 

Daniel in class two told us, “I think the worst witch is a really cool book. 

We read one chapter a day and I really like Mildred.” 

In key stage two, class three are reading ‘Stig of the dump’, written by 

Clive King. Also, class four are reading the classic text ‘Treasure Island’, 

written by Robert Louis Stevenson.  In class five, they are reading ‘Holes’, 

written by Louis Sachar. Emily in class five told us, “I think Holes is a good 

book because it makes you want to read more and also gets your 

adrenaline pumping.” Finally, class six are reading ‘Skellig’ written by 

David Almond. 
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 LEARN IT, RETRIEVE IT, REMEMBER IT! 

Here at Old Hill Primary School, retrieval practice is used throughout all 

of our lessons. Retrieval practice is used to help make the things we are 

taught stick in our memory, so we do not forget them. Ayat in class six 

explained, “Before we did retrieval practice, after a few weeks, I would 

have forgotten what I had learned about, but now even weeks after the 

lesson I can remember what I have been taught.”  

Retrieval practice is mostly carried out at the beginning of our lessons 

and this form of low-stakes quizzing really helps us to remember the most 

important knowledge that we have learned. Mr Westby has noticed that 

retrieval practice has had a big impact on children’s learning at Old Hill.  

“Teachers spend lots of time getting information into our pupils’ heads. 

But over the past few years, teachers at Old Hill have spent much more 

time getting information out of our pupils’ heads. This is because there’s 

a plethora of research behind the positive effects on learning and long-

term memory known as ‘the testing effect’ – retrieval practice. When I 

speak to Old Hill pupils now, they simply ooze knowledge and can’t wait 

to tell me about photosynthesis in Year 2 or reparations in Year 6! And 

that’s because of great teaching but also the fact that they’ve been 

quizzed and quizzed on what they have been taught so they don’t forget 

it.” 

   

                          Class five retrieval in History.                                                                            Class three retrieval in Geography. 
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 R.E.S.P.E.C.T 

Perseverance, tolerance, appreciation, trust, responsibility and respect 

are our school values. These values help the children at our school 

strive to be the very best that they can be. 

Each month staff will put forward their nominations for children who are 

consistently demonstrating the value of the month and we will choose 

one of the children to feature in the newsletter.  

 

Value of the month - Respect 

This month, we are going to focus on the value respect. Respect 

means to show consideration. We can show respect by using our 

manners, putting our hands up to ask the teacher questions, letting 

adults pass through doorways, or listening to other children when they 

are speaking in class. We are excited to announce that this month’s 

deserving winners are Lucy in class one and Macy in class two. 

                                                                                                      

                         Class one winner Lucy.                                                         Class two winner Macy. 

 Firstly, Mrs Jalota told us that she nominated Lucy because… 

 “Lucy is a hard-working girl with a positive attitude and she always uses 

her manners in every way possible. We can all be polite towards other 

people just like Lucy.” 

Next, Mr Evans told us that Macy was nominated because… 

“Macy is a very polite young girl. She is a fantastic listener to her 

teachers and friends. She always talks to her friends when they are 

upset and she never shouts out in class. She always lets the adults go 

first if they are passing in the corridor. She is an excellent example of 

how to show respect to others.” 
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ON YOUR MARKS, GET SET, GET FIT! 

Playground update! 

Over the summer, our playground has undergone some noticeable 

changes. Let’s tell you what has been going on while you lot have 

been on your jollies.  

Firstly, a  gym has been installed in the playground. This popular area 

contains six brand new pieces of equipment.  Lilly from year two told 

us, “I like the gym because there is lots of equipment and it`s really 

fun!” 

Another new feature that has been added to the playground is the race 

track.  Interestingly, each lane of the racing track matches each of the 

house teams, which is perfect for our annual sports day event.  

 

The new playground gym equipment. 

Daily mile 

Another way that children are being active at Old Hill is by completing 

the ‘daily mile’. Throughout the day, each class aims to complete ten 

laps of the playground (equal to one mile) within fifteen minutes. 

Already, the daily mile is proving to be a hit with the children. Alan in 

year two told us, “I like the daily mile because it gets me fit and 

healthy.”  

Mr Ainge, who leads the Daily Mile, told us, “I think it has helped the 

children to discover new interests in sport that could spark an ambition 

in the future. It has also helped them to stay active and keep fit.” 
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BATTLE OF THE HOUSES 

In September, Old Hill Primary School relaunched their house point 

system. House points are given to children who have worked hard, shown 

good manners, produced high quality work or have been helpful around 

school. Our house teams are Bears, Sharks, Tigers and Cobras.  

 “We’re really excited to have relaunched the house points system. It has 

developed a sense of belonging amongst the children and gives them a 

better understanding of contributing to a greater cause.”- Mrs Smith 

 

The Great Autumn Quiz 

One of the first house competitions to take place was the Great Autumn 

quiz which is organised by Mr Westby. This curriculum based quiz 

challenged children to retrieve knowledge from the previous academic 

year for subjects such as Maths, English, Morphology, Science, R.E., 

History, Geography, and Art. 

 

We can exclusively reveal that the winners of ‘The Great Autumn Quiz’ 

were… the Bears! Congratulations to the Bears and well done to all who 

took part. Before we break up for half term, the Bears will be rewarded 

with extra playtime.  

 

The year six Tigers competing in ‘The Great Autumn Quiz’. 
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 AIMING HIGHER EVERYDAY! 

Celebrating our achievements… 
 

September’s praise 

winners 

Class one:    Alfie  

Class two:    Frazer  

                      Ryan  

Class three: Jacob  

                     Tommie  

                     Owen  

Class four:  Jamie  

                     Lily  

Class five:   Kiko 

Class six:    Lacie 

                     Brooke 

September’s overall 

class attendance 

winners 

KS1 

Class one- 97.79% 

KS2 

Class four- 97.47% 

September’s winning 

house teams 

Tigers 

Tigers and Sharks 

 

Congratulations to all of the deserving winners! 


