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15th May 2020 

Proposed school opening for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As I am sure that you are aware the government proposes for primary schools to open for 

Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 from the 1st of June 2020.   I realise that many of you are very 

unsure as to whether you want to send your children back to school and I want to reassure 

you that the safety of your children and school staff has been the primary concern when 

planning how we are going to manage reopening.  Initially we are having children in 

Reception, year 1 and year 6 on Monday and Tuesday only. I’m sorry, there is not capacity 

to run breakfast club for these year groups. 

 

The proposal is that children will be put into groups of 6, these groups will not mix with 

other groups. To begin with, we will start with  

o 2 groups of 6 for year 6 children, based in class 6 and class 5 

o 2 groups of 6 for year 1 children, based in class 1 and class 2 

o 2 groups of 6 for the Reception class children, based in the Reception and 

Nursery class. 

o Each class will be staffed with a teacher and a teaching assistant, wherever 

possible the staff will remain the same. 

o These groups will remain with their group - they will not mix with any other 

children from their year group, or any other year group. 

School will be very different to what the children are used to: 

 The Nurture Room will remain closed initially, however if staffing permits we will 

open it on a strict timetable, with a maximum of 2 children at any one time. 

 Please note, that to ensure that school is as safe as it can possibly be: 

o Staff may be wearing aprons, gloves or masks at certain points of the day, for 

example, when delivering first aid. 

o We won’t be teaching the normal curriculum.  

o We cannot share pens, pencils, books, play equipment etc. and, as in public 

parks we won’t be able to use our static playground equipment and we won’t 

able to send reading books home. 

o The Reception and year 1 classrooms will also look very different. We have to 

remove soft furnishings and soft toys.  There will be no sand, playdough or 

water play and no soft toys, wooden puzzles and toys with intricate parts that 

are difficult to clean to reduce the risk of spreading the virus. 

 If parents decide to send their children at a later date, staff permitting, we will have 

further groups on additional days. 

  I am afraid that it is not always going to be possible to accommodate preferences 

for days or which group children are placed in and once a child is in a group it will not 
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be changed –again this is to make school environment as safe as possible. 

 

Year 6  Initial timetable  
Arrival time: 9.15 9.20 – go straight into class through door by staffroom, use hand 
sanitiser by staffroom door. 
Finish time:  15.00   

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

Group a Group a    

Group b Group b    

 

Year 1 Initial timetable  
Arrival time: 9.00 9.10 – Children to enter by usual KS1 door, using hand sanitiser inside 
entrance door. 
Finish time:  14.45   

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

Group a Group a    

Group b Group b    
 

Reception Initial timetable  
Arrival time: 8.45-8.50 – Children to enter by usual Early Years door, using hand sanitiser 
inside entrance door. 
Finish time:  14.30   

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday  Friday 

Group a Group a    

Group b Group b    

 

Beginning and end of the day 

 Please do not arrive before the gate opens to enable us to maintain social distancing, 

especially if you have to bring siblings with you. 

 Please do not hang around and chat on school grounds, you will be asked to leave. 

 

Contact with Staff 

 Parents can bring younger children into the playground and escort them to their 

entrance.  It will not be possible to enter school.  If you need to speak to a member 

of staff, there will be a member of staff outside the entrance door by class 4 

between 8.45 and 9.20, who will deal with any of your queries, while maintaining 

social distancing.  Contact can also be made through a written message or by 

telephone.  

 The main entrance is to be used for staff and deliveries only, again any questions or 

concerns will be dealt with by telephone or through a written note.  Parents will not 

be admitted into the school to access the office. Parents will not be allowed to 
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enter school, I know this is difficult, but as I have mentioned safety has to take 

priority. 

Play and Lunchtimes 

Children will have their lunch with their teacher, in their classroom or outside if weather 

permits.  

 Children in Reception and Class 1 are entitled to universal free school meals so they 

will have a sandwich lunch provided for them: this consists of a sandwich small bag 

of crisps, cake and a piece of fruit. If you prefer you can send a packed lunch which 

can consist of a sandwich, small bag of crisps and a biscuit bar or cake, piece of fruit 

and a drink. 

 Children in year 6 who are entitled to free school meals will have a sandwich lunch 

provided for them.  Children who have to pay for a school lunch can have a sandwich 

meal, paid for through Parent Pay, or bring their own packed lunch as above. 

 There will be no toast and snacks available from school, children can bring a piece of 

fruit or a small bag of crisps or biscuit bar. 

All children must bring their own named full bottle of water daily.  School will not be able 

to provide bottles or cups for hygiene reasons – again safety must be our priority 

 

Key worker and vulnerable children group 

 The key worker and vulnerable children group will continue to run from Monday to 

Friday from 08.45 to 15.15.  Breakfast club if required must be booked in advance 

through the school office and runs from 7.45-8.45.   

 To maintain safety children in Reception, year 1 and year 6 who are in the keyworker 

group will have to choose either to be in their class group for two days or with the 

Key Worker Group for the week.  They cannot be in both groups and the group they 

are in on the 1st of June will be the group they remain in.  I know this is hard for 

children and families and it’s not a decision I have found easy to make, but it is the 

safest decision, although I am very sorry to have had to make it. 

 I know how difficult this decision, whether to send your child/ren to school or to 

keep them safe at home is.  School will support whatever decision you make and 

staff are working hard to provide more home learning support for children who 

remain at home.  If you have any questions, please call school between 09.00 and 

14.30 Monday to Friday or email messages@oldhillprimaryschool.com. 

 

Stay well and keep safe, my very best wishes 

 

Sally Fenby 


